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Die Volkerrechtliche Stellung des Papstes und die Friedenskonferenzen. 
By Dr. Joseph Miiller. N.Y.: Benziger Bros. 1916. pp. xvi, 235. 

As a result of considerable experience, we have learned to be some- 
what wary of German books on historical, political, or religious subjects 
which profess to be written in an objektive or impartial spirit and with 
an eye single to wissentshaftliche interests. 

The book under review is no exception to this rather general rule. 
Like most German works of this sort, it purports to be an impartial, 
scientific study and is furnished with all the familiar paraphernalia 
of German erudition in the way of footnotes, bibliography, . and an 
appendix containing much documentary material (very useful, if not 
too carefully selected for the author's purpose). 

Die Volkerrechtliche Stellung des Papstes is really a plea (an argument 
if one wished to dignify it by that name) in favor of the restoration 
of temporal power to the Pope and of the participation (or rather 
leadership) of His Holiness in the establishment and maintenance 
of peace in a war-weary world. It seems that the temporal power is 
essential to the exercise of the Pope's spiritual functions, being neces- 
sary in order that he may act independently of other princes, Powers, 
or potentates. 

A considerable section of the work is devoted to an account of the 
relations between the Vatican and the Quirinal, especially in connection 
with the events of 1870. But the most remarkable part of the book 
is perhaps that which exposes the reasons why the temporal power of 
the Pope should be restored and His Holiness called upon to mediate 
a peace between the warring nations. These are to be found mainly 
in his lack of partisanship, his moral authority throughout the world, 
and a policy of neutrality in the midst of Teutonic horrors and excesses 
which is hard to reconcile with the high moral aims claimed for him. 
Then, too, was he not complimented in the German Reichstag for 
securing an exchange of prisoners; was the Papal delegate not well 
received in Tokyo; did His Holiness not promise to restore to the 
Belgians the library destroyed at Louvain; has not even the Moham- 
medan press praised him; have not Latin-American States on occasion 
chosen him as arbitrator of their disputes; and did not the Austro- 
Hungarian Ambassador declare in 1877 that his government was dis- 
satisfied with the Law of Guarantees of 1870? 

Surely such evidences of popularity and esteem should not pass 
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unrewarded. Have not the misguided Socialists and the wicked Free 
Masons failed in their misdirected efforts to establish international 
peace? Why not try Pope Benedict? 

Amos S. Hershey. 



L'ltalia e V Austria in Guerra. By Professor Enrico Catellani. Fir- 
enze: G. Barbera. 1917. pp. 136. Lire, 2.50. 

Professor Catellani's pamphlet was published, so the author states 
in the preface, to combat the common impression that in their methods 
of waging war the Austrians are less barbarous than their allies. It 
differs from most of the many recent pamphlets on "atrocities" in 
that scholarly and conservative reasoning is combined with simple 
and popular style. The clarity of thought, the simplicity of gram- 
matical construction, and the absence of the labored style often found 
in Italian legal discussions makes this pamphlet easy reading even for 
those who read ordinary Italian only with difficulty. 

The principal topics taken up by Professor Catellani are Italy's 
justification for the declaration of war upon Austria, methods and 
instrumentalities for waging war, the treatment of prisoners and 
wounded, the government of occupied territory, and reprisals. There 
is practically no discussion of legal principles, the author confining 
his work to the relation of breaches of unquestioned laws and customs 
of war and of the conventions of The Hague. Many of the acts re- 
lated would have caused mental shock to readers four years ago; at 
the present time they would not arouse particular interest, since they 
are not in kind different from those related of the Germans time and 
again in our newspapers and periodicals. The evidence is merely 
cumulative. There is the same use of gas, the same use of expanding 
and explosive bullets, the same unnecessary bombardment of hospitals 
and undefended cities, the same destruction of merchant ships by 
submarines without warning, the same use of noncombatants as shields 
against attack, the same simulated surrender, the same ill treatment of 
wounded, the same refusal of quarter, the same levies and requisitions 
upon territory temporarily occupied, and the same sack and pillage. 
The author further complains of the needless killing of the wounded 
and the killing of unarmed prisoners after the acceptance of their sur- 
render and the close of the combat. 

Professor Catellani's pamphlet is now particularly timely in view of 



